The Fourth Generation of Development Theories:
Development as Transcendence (Inspired by Prophet
Mohammad’s Developmental Approach)

Mohammad-Jawad Tavakoli*
Seyyed Jawad Mirzazadeh Qassabkala’i**

ABSTRACT

Gerald M. Meier distinguishes between three generations of development theories: the
first emphasizes the accumulation of material capital; the second combines material
capital with human capital; and the third highlights institutional transformation. Within
this evolutionary trajectory, the role of values and non-material elements—those
directly connected to human beings’ innate and genuine needs—has remained
marginal or neglected.

This study, conducted through a descriptive—analytical method and documentary
research, aims to present a new theoretical framework for development centered on
human transcendence, grounded in Islamic foundations and the Prophet’s way of life
(al-sira al-nabawiyya). In continuation of the institutional approach, it seeks to
introduce a progressive fourth generation of development theory.

According to the article’s hypothesis, the fourth generation is the theory of
Development as Transcendence, which emphasizes spirituality, ethics, rights, and
values in both development processes and their supporting structures. Drawing on the
developmental approach of the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) and his practical model
of progress, this generation of theories highlights monotheistic values and their
indicators within the development process. It proposes three institutional reform
strategies for national development planning: (1) reforms in education and economic
culture-building, (2) mechanisms for distributive justice, and (3) improvement of
property rights structures. This framework can serve as a valuable alternative to
conventional development theories.
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